(P openrouter
OpenRouter In 7 steps

One API for 458 models. From zero to your first routed request, with real
calls and real costs.

Unofficial — made by Matthew Karsten 28 Sep 2026
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What is OpenRouter? —/

Spoiler: one endpoint in front of every model



One API, 458 models

-
Your app \ OpenRouter
any language [/api/vl
U
models live today model makers free variants

openai

google

mistralai

qwen

Counted from GET openrouter.ai/api/vl/models on 28 Sep 2026.

anthropic

meta-1lama

deepseek

+57 more
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Get a key

Spoiler: one key works for every model




Three clicks, then one env var

®@O®©® -~/.zshrc

& Sign up at openrouter.ai

the Sign Up button on the home page

, export OPENROUTER_API_KEY="sk-or-.."
° Add credits — or start on a

:free model
16 free variants listed today

O create 3 key

openrouter.ai/settings/keys
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Your first request e

Spoiler: it's the OpenAl format you already know



Same shape as OpenAl — new base URL

® ®@® terminal ® ® ® response - 0.91s
curl {
https://openrouter.ai/api/vl/chat/completions "model": "openai/gpt-4.1-nano",
\ "provider": "OpenAI",
-H "Authorization: Bearer "content": "Welcome to the
$OPENROUTER_API_KEY" \ OpenRouter Discord! Excited to
-H "Content-Type: application/json" \ have you!"
-d '{ +
"model": "openai/gpt-4.l1-nano",
"messages": [{"role": "user",

Using the OpenAl SDK? Set baseURL to

content :. S h? U® &1 IS MR @ https://openrouter.ai/api/vl and keep
the OpenRouter Discord 1n under ten
your code.
words."}]

} [
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Switch models

Spoiler: the model is just a string




Change one line, get a different model

® ®® request body

"model": "meta-1lama/1llama-3.3-70b-

{

+

instruct",
"messages”:

}

[ .

same ..

]

@ openai/gpt-4.1-nano

via OpenAl - “Welcome to the OpenRouter
Discord! Excited to have you!”

0 meta-llama/llama-3.3-70b-
Instruct

via Novita - "Welcome to OpenRouter!”

Same key, same endpoint, same code. Slugs
are maker/model — browse them at
openrouter.ai/models.
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Fallbacks —/

Spoiler: list models in order; OpenRouter tries the next one



Pass a list, not a single model

® ® ® request body

© Triedin priority order
{ if a model is down, rate-limited, or refuses
"models": [

"mistralai/mistral-small-3.2-24b- 0 You pay for the one that ran

instruct"” it comes back in response.model
"openai/gpt-4.1-nano"
1 Real call: served by mistralai/mistral-small-
"messages”: [ ] 3.2-24b-instruct via Venice — the first choice

1 was up, so no fallback was needed.
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Provider routing —/

Spoiler: one model, many providers — you choose the trade-off



Same model. Cheapest or fastest?

provider: { sort: "price" }

served by Deeplnfra
round trip 0.76s
cost $0.0000055

Shortcut: add :floor to the slug

-

\_

provider: { sort: "throughput" }

served by Grog
round trip 0.27s
cost $0.0000348

Shortcut: add :nitro to the slug

— meta-llama/llama-3.3-70b-instruct: 2.8x faster for 6.4x the price - one real call each
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See what 1t cost —___

Spoiler: every response carries its own bill



Cost comes back with the answer

© 0@ reshonse.usae © No extra call, no flag
{ usage is included in every response

"prompt_tokens": 23, ,
"completion. tokens": 14, @ Tokens counted by the model’s

1cost": ©.0000079, own tokenizer

"cost_details": { plus cached and reasoning tokens when

"upstream_inference_cost": 0.0000079 used

; 0 Totals over time

Activity and Logs in your dashboard



Remember four things

The model is a string models = fallbacks sort = trade-off usage.cost

"maker/model" — swap it "models": [a, b] tries a, price or throughput — or what that exact call cost,
any time then b :floor / :nitro every time




Where to get help

0 Docs

openrouter.ai/docs — and /docs/lims.txt for your coding agent

@ The Discord

#models is where every new model gets talked about the day it drops

© The models page

openrouter.ai/models — prices, context, providers per model

OPENROUTER IN 7 STEPS - UNOFFICIAL
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Now go route something.

Every output in this deck is a real call made 28 Sep 2026. Total spend for all
five: $0.000059.

Unofficial — made by Matthew Karsten : not affiliated with OpenRouter, Inc. 28 Sep 2026



